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According to the US Geological Survey, as of 2016, slightly over 28% of terrestrial biomes 
in the US have been developed for agriculture and other purposes.



The biggest ongoing threat to terrestrial ecosystems is deforestation. Even though tropical forests are 
most at risk, Canadian and Russian forests face ongoing pressures due to worldwide lumber demand.



Worldwide, most deforestation takes place 
in Latin America and Southeast Asia.
This is driven largely by the beef and palm 
oil production.



Clear-cutting for lumber is the fastest and cheapest way to harvest wood but it increases 
erosion and destroys habitats.

When clear-cutting is followed by tree-planting, the resulting even-aged “plantation forest” 
fails to provide the wide range of micro-habitats found in old-growth forests of different 
species and uneven-aged trees.

Selective cutting of trees minimizes environmental impacts, but this strategy is expensive 
because it is time-consuming for the small amount of lumber harvested.



Image downloaded from the government of British Columbia, Canada: https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/SSIntroworkbook/varshel.htm

Strip logging strikes a balance between the environmental expense of clearcutting and 
the financial expense of selective cutting.
Cutting in thin strips minimizes the damage of erosion while facilitating the natural 
process of succession.
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