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Problem: The COVID-19 countermeasures laid bare the extent to which special What is astroturfing? Astroturfing Flowchart
interests undermine the scientific process. It also pitted those who blindly trust
governmental institutions against those who habitually question prevailing narratives.
The first group facilitates corruption by making federal agencies less accountable to
the public. On the other side of the coin, those who distrust the government create

Which two of the aforementioned red flags are evident in this example of
scientific fraud?

In May 2020,The Lancet published the results of a global dataset analysis showing
that COVID-19 patients treated with hydroxychloroquine died at a higher rate than
patients not receiving this drug. This publication was retracted when readers started
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P11S0140-6736(20)31324-6/fulltext

A Hypothetical Example:
l. Widespread Scientific Fraud: You research a drug, not
Lancet editor Richard Horton declared, “Much of the scientific literature, perhaps knowing that...

half, may simply be untrue. Afflicted by studies with small sample sizes, tiny effects,
invalid exploratory analyses, and flagrant conflicts of interest... science has taken a

= online searches were rigged

= doctors were nudged Which type of evasive behavior is described in this personal account?

= "trusted sources” were captured
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A patient with chronic shortness of breath and
chest discomfort sees a cardiologist. Without
examining her, the cardiologist attributes her
symptoms to “anxiety” and “panic disorder.”
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| realized just now that the
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his stethoscope to do a simple
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When confronted with contrary evidence, do the authors and their supporters

. . , Which type of evasive behavior is demonstrated in this tweet?
engage in evasive behavior such as:

lll. Problematic Legislation:
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lan Copeland, PhD @IanCopeland5 - Feb 26
Side note: Why do people listen to @MattWalshBlog about...well anything?

messenger therapeutics

He's a highschool graduate talking about biology, sex, policy and vaccines.
He literally yields no value on any of these topics.

https://twitter.com/lanCopeland5/status/1630008321708118019

Soylent Green: Science fiction thriller depicting the moral
hazards of the public-private partnership.
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